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!Vsse$sive. adj. [pojfeffivus, Lat.] Having p&lfeflioil: 

Po SSESSOR Y. adj. [pofljeflfloire,\ r. from pojflefs .] Having poffeffion. 
This he detains from the ivy much againft his wilJ ; for 
he Ihould be the true poflfejfory. lord thereof. Howel. 

Posse's sour. n.fl [pcjjejjor, Lat. pojjefljeur, Fr.] Owners 
'matter ; proprietor. 

Thou profoundeft hell 

Receive thy new poflflcflflor. Milton. 

A confiderable difference lies between the honour of men 
for natural and acquired excellencies and divine .graces* that 
thole having more of human nature in them, the honour doth 
more dire&ly redound to the fojflejflor of them. Stilling fleet. 

’7 was the intereft of thofe, who thirfted after the poflef- 
fions of the clergy, to reprefent the pojj'ejfcrrs in as vile colours 
as they could. Atterbury s Sermons. 

Posset. n.J. [poflea, Lat.] Milk curdled with wine or any 
■acid. 

We’ll have a pojflet at the latter end of a feacoal fire. Shak. 

In came the bridemaids with the pojflet. 

The bridegroom eat in fpight. Suckling. 

I allowed him medicated broths, pojflet ale and pearl 
j u ^ e P* Wifleman's Surgery. 

A fparing diet did her health allure; 

Or fick, a pepper pojflet was her cure. Dryden. 

The cure of the ftone confitts in vomiting with pojjet drink, 
in which althea roots are boiled. Floyer on the Humours. 
Increafe the milk when it is diminilhed by the too great ufe 

r of flefti meats, by gruels and pojflet drink. Arbuthnot. 

To Po'sset. v. a. [from the noun.] To turn; to curdle: 
as milk with acids. Not ufed. 

Swift as quickfilver it courfes through 
The nat’ral gates and allies of the body ; 

And, with a fudden vigour, it doth pojflet 
And curd, like eager droppings into milk. 

The thin and wholefome blood. Shakeflp. Hamlet. 

Possibility, n.fl. [poJ]iblilitc,Yx.] The power of being in 
any manner ; the ttate of being pottible. 

There is no let, but that as often as thofe books are read, 
and need fo requireth, the ttile of their differences may ex- 
prelly be mentioned to bar even all pojflibility of error. Hooker. 

Brother, fpeak with pojjibilities , 

And do not break into thefe woeful extremes. Shakeflp . 
Conlider him antecedently to his creation, while he yet 
lay in the barren womb of nothing, and only in the number 
of pojjibilities ; and confequently could have nothing to re¬ 
commend him to Chrift’s affe&ion. South’s Sermons. 

A bare pojflibility , that a thing may be or not be, is no juft 
caufe of doubting whether a thing be or not. Tillotfon. 

According to the multifarioufnefs of this imitability, fo are 
the pojjibilities of being. Norris. 

Example not only teaches us our duty, but convinces us of 
the pojflibility of our imitation. Rogers's Sermons. 

PO'SSIBLE. adj. [ pojjible , Fr. pojjibilis , Lat.] Having the 
power to be or to be done; not contrary to the nature of 
things. 

Admit all thefe impolfibilities and great abfurdities to be 
pojjible and convenient. Whitgifte. 

With men this is impofiible, but with God all things are 
pojjible. Mat. xix. 26. 

All things are pojjible to him that believeth. Mar. ix. 23. 

Firm we fubfift, but pojjible to fwerve. Milton. 

It will fcarce feem pojjible , that God Ihould engrave prin¬ 
ciples in men’s minds in words of uncertain fignification. Locke. 

Set a pleafure tempting, and the hand of the Almighty vi- 
fibly prepared to take vengeance, and tell whether it he pojjible 
for people wantonly to offend againft the law. Locke. 

Po'ssibly. adv. [from pojjible.] 

1. By any power really exifting. 

Within the compafs of which laws, we do not only com¬ 
prehend whatfoever may be eafiiy known to belong to the 
duty of all men, but even whatfoever may pojjibly be known 
to be of that quality. Hooker, b. i . fl. 8. 

Can we pojjibly his love defert ? Milton. 

2. Perhaps ; without abfurdity. 

Pojjibly he might be found in the hands of the earl of Effex, 
but he would be dead firft. Clarendon , b. viii. 

Arbitrary power tends to make a man a bad fovereign, who 
might pojjibly have been a good one, had he been invefted 
with an authority circumfcrib’d by laws. Addifon. 

POST. n. f. [pofle,Yx. equis pofltis curfor.] 

1. A hafty meflenger; a courier who comes and goes at ftated 
times ; commonly a letter carrier. 

In certain places there be always frefh pofls , to carry that 
farther which is brought unto them by the other. Abbot. 

Thee I’ll rake up, the pofl unlandlified 
Of murth’rous lechers. Shakeflp. King Lear. 

I fear my Julia would not deign my lines. 

Receiving them by fuch a woi thlefs pojl. Shakeflp. 

A cripple in the way out-travels a footman, or a pofl out 
of the way. Benj. JohnJ'on s Diflcov. 

I fend you the fair copy of the poem on duinels* which I 
ihould not care to hazard by the common pojl. Pope. 
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2. Quick coui-fe of manner of travelling. This is the f r • 
which it is taken; but the expreffion feems ellinhr-,iT • 
port, is rid, as a poft, or toride in ihZJnVJft t 
counr en pojle ; whence ShakeJ'peare * to ride in poft J P ° l1 ’ 

I brought my matter news of Juliet’s death, * 

And then in pojl he came from Mantua 

To this fame monument. Shakefp. R me0 mdJul; 

Sent from Media pcjl to Egypt. Mi' 

He who rides fo /1 through an unknown counts can T’ 
diftinguifli the fituation of places. ' V ln ' >! 

3. [Pojte, Fr. from pojitus, Lat.] Situation; feat. , ' <U ' 

The waters rife every where upon the furface of the 
earth ; which new pojl, when they had once feized on tin 
would never quit. Burnet’s Theory of the £ a J 

4. Military ftation. y 1 tLa ' th - 

See before the gate what ftalking ghoft 
Commands the guard, what fentries keep the pofl. Dr\d 
As I watch’d the gates, ' 

Lodg’d on my pofl, a herald is arriv’d 
Erom Caefar’s camp. Addifon's Cato , 

Whatever fpirit carelefs of his charge 
His pojl negledts, or leaves the fair at large. 

Shall feel iharp vengeance. p. g 

Each of the Grecian captains he reprefents conquering a 
fingle Trojan, while Diomed encounters two at once • and 
when they are engaged, each in his diftinft pojl , he only i s 
drawn fighting in every quarter. p 0 p e 

5. Place; employment; office. ^ ' 

Every man has his pofl alfigned to him, and in that ftation 
he is well, if he can but think himfelf fo. L'EJlrame. 

Falfe men are not to be taken into confidence, nor fearful* 
men into a pofl that requires refolution. L'Eflrange . 

Without letters a man can never be qualified for any conli- 
derable pofl in the camp ; for courage and corporal force, un- 
lefs joined with conduct, the ufual effects of contemplation, 
is no more fit to command than a tempeft. Collier. 

While you, my lord, the rural fhades admire, 

And from Britannia’s publick pofls retire. 

Me into foreign realms my fate conveys. Addflon. 

Certain laws, by luff’rers thought unjuft, 

Deny’d aWpoJls of profit or of trult. Pope. 

Many thoufands there are, who determine thejuftice or 
madnefs of national adminiftrations, whom neither God nor 
men ever qualified for fuch a pojl of judgment. Watts. 

6. [Poflis , Lat.] A piece of timber let eredt. 

The blood they fhall ftrike on the two fide pofls and upper 
pofl of the houfe. Ex. xii. 7. 

Fir-trees, cypreffes and cedars being, by a kind of natural 
rigour, inflexible downwards, are thereby fitteft for pofls or 
pillars. JVottoris Architefture. 

Pofl is equivocal; it is a piece of timber, or a fwift mef- 
fenger. Watts's Logick. 

To Post. v. n. [pofler * Fr. from the noun.] To travel with 
fpeed. 

I pofled day and night to meet you. Shakeflp. 

Will you prefently take horfe with him, 

And with all fpeed pofl with him tow’rds the North ? Shak. 

Pojl fpeedily to my lord, your hufband, 

Shew him this letter. ShakeJ'peare's King Lear". 

Mott wicked fpeed, to pofl 

With fuch dexterity to inceftuous fheets. Shakeflp. 

Then this, then that man’s aid, they crave, implore; 
Pojl here for help, leek there their followers. Daniel 
The Turkilh meffenger prefently took horfe, which was 
there in readinefs for him, and pojled towards Conftantinopje 
with as much fpeed as he could. Knolles. 

Themiftocles made Xerxes pofl apace out of Greece, by 
giving out that the Grecians had a purpofe to break his bridge 
of ihips athwart the Hellefpont. Bacons EJJays. 

Wer’t thou of the golden-winged hoft, 

Who having clad thyfelf in human weed. 

To earth from thy prefixed feat did’ft pofl . Milton, 

Thoufands at his bidding fpeed. 

And pojl o’er land and ocean without reft. Milton. 

With fongs and dance we celebrate the day ; 

At other times we reign by night alone, 

And pofling through the Ikies purfue the moon. Dryden. 
No wonder that paftorals are fallen into difefteem; i Lee 
the reader already unealy at this part of Virgil, counting the 
pages, and pojling to the iEneis. Waljo. 

This only obje<ft of my real care. 

In fome few pojling fatal hours is hurl’d 

From wealth, from pow’r, from, love and from the work. 

r Prior . 

To Post. v. a. 

I. To fix opprobrioufly on polls. 

Many gentlemen, for their integrity in their votes, were, 
by pojling their names* expofed to the popular calumny an 
fury. King ^ barleu 

On pain of being pofled to your farrow, ^ 

Fail not, at four, to meet me. J; . 

2. To place; 
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f Pofler, Fr.] To place ; to ftation; to fi*. 

L * The confcious prieft, who was fuborn’d before* 

Stood ready pojled at the poftern door. . Dryden . 

He that proceeds upon other principles in his enquiry into 
any faiences, puts himfelf on that fide, and pojls himfelf in a 
party, which he will not quit till he be beaten out. Locke. 
1 When a man is pojled in the ftation of a minifter, he is 
fare, belide the natural fatigue of it, to incur the envy of 
fame, and the difpleafure of others. Addifon's Freeholder. 

To regifter methodically; to tranferibe from one book into 
another. A term common among merchants. 

You have not pofled your books thefe ten years ; how 
Ihould a man of buiinefs keep his affairs even at this rate ? 

Arbuthnot. 

To delay. Obfolete. 

I have not ftopt mine ears to their demands. 

Nor pojled off their fuits with flow delays ; 

Then why fhould they love Edward more 
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than me. 
Shakefpeare. 

Postage, n.fl. [from pofl.] Money paid for conveyance of 
a letter. 

Fifty pounds for the poflage of a letter! to fend by the 
church, is the deareft road in Chriftendom. Dryden. 

Postboy, n.fl. [pofl and bay.] Courier; boy that rides poft. 
This genius came "thither in the fhape of a pofl boy, and 
cried out, that Mons was relieved, Tatler. 

To Postdate, v. a. [pofl, after* Lat. and date.] To date 
later than the real time. 

Postdilu vian, adj. [pojl and diluvium, Lat.] Pofteriour to 
the flood. . 

Take a view of the pofldiluvian ftate of this our globe, 
how it hath flood fot* thislaft four thoufand years. Woodw. 
Postdiluvian, n.fl. [pojl and diluvium, Lat.] One that 
lived lince the flood. 

The antidiluvians lived a thoufand years ; and as for the 
age of the pofldiluvians for fome centuries, the annals of 
Phoenicia, Egypt and China agree with the tenor of the fa- 
cred ftory. Grew's Coflmol. b. iv. 

Po'ster. n.fl. [from bofh] A courier; one that travels haftily. 
Weird fitters hand in hand, 

Poflers of the fea and land* 

Thus do go about. Shakeflp. liAacbeth. 

POSTE'RIOR. adj. [poflerior, Lat. pofleriear, Fr.] 

1. Happening after ; placed after ; following. 

Where the anterior body giveth way, as faftas the poflerior 
cometh on, it maketh no noife, be the motion never fo 
great. Bacon. 

No care was taken to have this matter remedied by the ex¬ 
planatory articles, poflerior to the report. Addifon. 

Hefiod was^y/m’arto Homer. ' Broome. 

This orderly difpofition of things includes the ideas of 
prior, poflerior and fimultaneous. Watts's Logick. 

2 . Backward. 

And now had fame’s poflerior trumpet blown. 

And all the nations fummon’d. Dunciad , b. iv. 

Poste'rioRs. n.fl. [pofletiora , Lat.] The hinder parts. 

To raife one hundred and ten thoufand pounds, is as vain 
as that of Rabelais, to fqueeze out wind from th epojleriors of 
a dead afs. Swift. 

Posteriority, n.fl. [poflerior ite, Fr. from poflerior.] The 
ftate of being after ; oppolite to priority. 

Although the condition of fex and pofleriority of creation 
might extenuate the error of a woman, yet it was unexcufable 
in the man. Brown's Vulgar Err ours. 

There muft be a pofleriority in time of every compounded 
body, to thefe more Ample bodies out of which it is con- 
ftituted. Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

Postf/rity. n. f. [poflerite, Fr. pofteritas , Lat.] . 'Succeeding 
generations; defeendants : oppofed to anceftors. 

It was faid. 

It fhould not ftand in thy poflerity ; 

But that myfelf fhould be the father 

Of many kings. Shakeflp. Macbeth. 

Since arms avail not now that Henry’s dead ! 

Poflerity await for wretched years. Shakeflp. Henry VI. 

Pojlerity inform’d by thee might know. Milton. 

Thqir names fhall be tranfmitted to pojlerity, and fpoken of 
through all future ages. Smalridge's Sermons. 

To th’ unhappy, that unjuftly bleed, 

Heav’n gives pojlerity t’ avenge the deed. Pope. 

Po'ster n. n.J'. [pot-erne, Fr. poflerne, Dutch; janua poflica, 
Lat.] A fmall gate ; a little door. 

F’re dawning light 

Difcover’d had the world to heaven wide. 

He by a privy poflern took his flight. 

That of no envious eyes he mote be fpy’d. Fa. Sjhteen. 
Go on, good Eglamour, 

Out at the poflern by the abby wall. ShakeJ'peare. 

By broken bywayes did I inward pafs. 

And in that window made a pojlern wide. Fairfax. 

Thefe iftued into the bale court through a privy pojlern, 
and fharply vifited the affailants with halberds. Hayward. 


Great Britain hath had by his majefty a ftrohg addition ; 
the pojlern, by which we were lo often entered and furprifed, 
is now m ade up. _ ? Raleigh's EJJays> 

The confcious prieft, who was faborn’d before, 

Stood ready potted at the pojlern door. Dryden. 

If the nerves, which are the conduits to convey them from 
without to the audience in the brain, be fo difardered, as not 
to perform their functions, they have no pojlern to be ad¬ 
mitted bv, no other ways to bring thcmfelves into view. Locke. 
A private poftern opens to my gardens 
Through which the beauteous captive might remove. Rotvei 
Postexi'stence. n. fl. [pojl and ex fence.] Future exiftence. 
As Simonides has expofed the vicious part of women from 
the dodrine of pre-exiftente, fome of the ancient philoso¬ 
phers have fatyrized the vicious part of the human lpecies 
from a notion of the foul’s pojlexijlence. Addifon s Speft. 

PqstHa’ckney. n.fl. [pojl and hackney.] Hired pofthorfes. 
Efpying the French ambaffador with the king’s coach at¬ 
tending him, made them balk the beaten road and teach pojl- 
hackneys to leap hedges. Wotton, 

Postha ste, n. fl. [pofl and hajle.] Hafte like that of a cou- 


Shakeflp. 


rier. 

This is 

The fource of this our watch, and the chief head 
Of this j txjlhajle and romage in the land. 

The duke 

Requires your hafte, poflhafle appearance, 

Ev’n on the inftant. Shakeflp. Othello. 

This man tells us, that the world waxes old, though not in 
pofllhajle. Hakewill on Providence. 

Po sthorsE. n. fl. [pofl and horfe.] A horfe ftationed for the 
ufe of couriers. 

He lay under a tree, while his fervants weFe getting frefh 
poflhorjes for him. Sidney, b. ii. 

He cannot live, I hope ; and muft not die. 

Till George be pack’d with pojlhorfle up to heav’n Shakeflp. 
Xaycus was forthwith befet on every fide and taken prifo- 
ner, and by poflhorfles conveyed with all fpeed to Conftan- 
tinople. Knolles's Hiflory of the Turks . 

Posthouse, n.fl. [pofl and houfe.] Poft office; houfe where 
letters are taken and difpatched. 

An officer at the poflhoufle in London places every letter he 
takes in, in the box belonging to the proper road. Watts . 

Posthumous, adj. [pojlhumus, Lat. poflhume, Fr.] Done* 
had, or publilhed after one’s death. 

In our prefent miferable and divided condition, how juft 
foever a man’s pretenfions may be to a great or blamelefs re¬ 
putation* he muft, with regard tb his pojlhumous charabfer, 
content himfelf with fuch a confideration as induced the fa¬ 
mous Sir Francis Bacon, after having bequeathed his foul to 
God, and his body to the earth, to leave his fame to foreign 
nations. Addifon's Freeholder , N y 35. 

Po'stick. adj. [poflicus, Lat.] Backward. 

The pojlick and backward pofition of the feminine parts in 
quadrupeds can hardly admit the lubftitution of malculine ge¬ 
neration. Brown's Vulgar ErTours. 

PO'STIL. n. fl. [poflille, Fr. poflilla, Lat.] Glols ; marginal 
notes. 

To Po'stil. v. a. [from the noun.] To glofs; to illuftrate 
with marginal notes. 

I have feen a book of account of Empfoii’s; that had the 
king’s hand almoft: to every leaf by way of figning, and was 
in fome places poflilled in the margin with the king’s hand. 

Bacon's Henry VII. 

Posti'ller. n.fl. [from pojlil.] One who gloffes or illuftrates 
with marginal notes. 

It hath been obferved by many holy writers* commonly 
delivered by pojlillers and commentators. Brown . 

Hence you phantaftick pojlillers in fang, 

My text defeats your art, ties nature’s tongue. Chaveland. 
Posti'lion. n.fl. [poflilhn, French.] 

1. One who guides the firft pair of a let of fix horfes in a cdach. 

A young batchelor of arts came to town recommended to 
a chaplain’s place ; but none being vacant, modeftly accepted 
of that of a poflilion. Tatler, N° 52. 

2 . One who guides a poft chaife. 

Postlimi'nious. adj. [pojlliminium, Lat.] Done or eontrivfed 
fubfequently. 

T he reafon why men are fo Ihort and weak in governing, 
is, becaule moft things fall out to them accidentally, and 
come not into any compliance with their pre-conceiv’d ciids, 
but are forced to comply fubfequently, and to ftrike in with 
things as they fall out, by pojlliminious after-applications of 
them to their purpofes. South's Sermons . 

Postma ster. n. fl. [pofl and mafler.] One who has charge 
of publick conveyance of letters. 

I came yonder at Eaton to marry Mrs. Anne Page ; and 
’tis a pojlmajler' s boy. Shakeflp. Merry Wives of WindJ'or. 

Without this letter, as he believes that happv revolution 
had nevet been effected, he prays to be made poftmafler 
general. Spectator, N° 629. 

PoSTMASTER- 
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